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Program Note

The Sheng is an ancient Chinese mouth-blown free reed, polyphonic
instrument consisting of vertical pipes. For my first concerto, Huang D, I chose
this unique instrument to create a composition divided into two movements,
each based on the story of Huang Di.

Huang Di, also known as the Yellow Emperor, is a revered deity in Chinese
religion. He 1s considered the originator of the centralized state, a cosmic ruler,
and a patron of esoteric arts in Chinese culture.

The first movement, 7 he Ancestor of Chinese Cwilization, 1s a hymn dedicated to
Huang D1, who united the various Chinese tribes with his formidable power.
The second movement, War with Chi 1o, depicts a fierce battle between Huang

Di and the other tribal leader, Chi Yo.

I wrote this piece specifically for my friend Bo Ling, an outstanding Sheng
performer who brought my musical vision to life through his exceptional skill
and artistry.

— Wenbin Lyu
Summer 2017
I. The Ancestor of Chinese Civilization ................... |
II. War with Chi YO oo 11

duration: ca. 10 minutes



Instrumentation

2 Flutes
2 Oboes
9 Clarinets in Bp

2 Bassoons

4 Horns in F
2 Trumpets in B b

2 Trombones
Bass Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (4 players in addition to timpani) *

Harp

Solo Sheng (38-pipe keyed sheng)

Strings

* Tubular Bells, Vibraphone, Glockenspiel, Bass Drum, Snare Drum, 5 Chinese

Drums, Tam-tam, Cymbals, Suspended Cymbal, Triangle, 5 Wood Blocks, Mark Tree,
Claves,
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II. War With Chi Yo
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